MINUTES Of REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CITY COUNCIL

CATLETTSBURG, KENTUCKY
_________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the Regular Board of City Council, June 18, 2024, 6:30 p.m. at Senior Citizens Building

Mayor Day called Meeting to Order
Prayer and Pledge led by Doug Pinkerton - Fivco

Members Present: Castle, Marcum, Taylor, Campbell, Clere
Members Absent:  Salyers
Attorney Present: Richard Martin  

MINUTES
Upon a motion by Castle, seconded by Clere, the council voted to approve the May 21st & 22nd, minutes. All present voting yes. Motion passed. 

HEARINGS AND REPORTS
Mayors Report
Mayor Day announced that Street Superintendent Mike Clevenger passed his Class 2 Wastewater Collection and received his license. 
The Freedom Celebration will be held July 6, 2024. 

Council Comments
Marcum said a mayor protem has not been chosen and she wanted to nominate Susan Campbell. Becky Clere nominated Rex Castle. The motions were tabled stating councilman Salyers was not at the meeting and all should be present when this vote is taken. 
Marcum said she had been asked about the property on Broadway at the end of the street.  Officer Bowling said it has been boarded up and grass has been cut. 
Castle asked for an update on the ballfield. A proposal for a new lease will be provided soon.
Campbell said there has been no word from the code enforcement about the nuisance properties in town. Code enforcement officer Bowling explained that there are steps he follows to do the appropriate action to owners of the properties. He explained how he has worked diligently to find the owners and some of the properties have multiple owners or live out of state. He also stated that he doesn’t have jurisdiction over the commercial properties mentioned. He cannot do anything on these buildings.  Bowling has said numerous times he only answers the Mayor and Police Chief concerning the department matters. Mayor Day has said he does not need to do a report. 
Chief Logan asked the council if they had read the nuisance ordinance. Campbell replied by saying she did care about ordinance, rules, etc. Chief Logan replied by saying that they must go by the law. Chief Logan also said that they had the option of modifying the ordinance, but the police department has a duty to follow the laws in place.  Campbell said they were not doing anything. She was doing more by calling people out on Facebook that they have done. 
Logan stated that employees sign a document in the employee handbook concerning social media policy and thought the council should too. Campbell replied that she is a citizen and didn’t have to follow the policy, it was on her personal Facebook page that she posted nuisance properties. Logan told her it was embarrassing, Campbell stated that she did not care. 
Campbell said something needs to be done about the kids on Oakland Avenue. There have been fights, breaking car windows, stealing, and breaking in houses, these kids are juveniles and should not be out all hours of the night. Logan asks what house, Campbell looked at Kay Cole and said your house, Cole’s response was they did not break in, but they were on the porch at the door. Campbell said the kids need to be arrested. Logan said there are protocols that must be followed when dealing with juveniles, you just can’t arrest juveniles, Campbell replied back saying then put the fear of God in them. 

PUBLIC PARTCIPATION

Don Rice, Broadway, submitted a citizens complaint petition about dogs running loose and asking if the Leash Law Ordinance could be enforced. Attorney Martin said he would look at Ashland’s Ordinance and the petition was filed with the clerk. 
Shelia Lambert, Lark Street, said the trailer on the Pinkerton property on Center Street should have permits. She was told that is commercial property. 
Gail Sammons, Broadway, said this is the worst the town has looked in 175 years. You have Chuck’s (Chuck Wright) property next door here to senior center, which he did get that house torn down, you got the Pinkerton property on Center Street that goes right though the town, Council person Susan Campbell said she saw in the building he bought from Gibsons, and looked as bad as the other building he had on the inside. Then Gail Sammons said you got the J.C. Williams building across the street that needs to be torn down. Fire Chief John Carroll said notifications have been sent to J. C. Williams concerning violations and orders of remedy with no response, next move is legal process.  (note – the Pinkerton property is still in litigation) 


OLD BUSINESS 



NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Faith Day gave the 2024-2025 budget message.
Michele Veach presented the 2024-2025 budget.  
 
a. First Reading & Motion to adopt Ordinance 13, 2024 – 2024-2025 Budget
Upon motion by Clere, seconded by Castle, council voted to adopt first reading of Ordinance 13, 2024, approving first reading of the 2024-2025 budget.  All present voting yes. Motion carried. 
b. First Reading & Motion to adopt Ordinance 14, 2024 – Ad Valorem Tax
Upon motion by Clere, seconded by Campbell, council voted to adopt first reading of Ordinance 14, 2024, approving first reading of the Ad Valorem Tax. All present voting yes. Motion carried. 
  



Recess
Upon motion by Castle, seconded by Clere, council voted to recess meeting at 7:45 p.m. until Wednesday, June 19, 2024, 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.  All present voting yes. 

Continued meeting on June 19, 2024, at City Hall at 5:30 p.m.…

Members Present: Castle, Taylor, Clere, Campbell, Marcum
Members Absent:  Salyers
Attorney Present: Richard Martin

a. Second Reading & Motion to adopt Ordinance 13, 2024 – 2024-2025 Budget
Upon motion by Campbell seconded by Clere, council voted to adopt second reading of Ordinance 13, 2024, approving the 2024 – 2025 budget. All present voting yes. 
b. Second Reading & Motion to adopt Ordinance 14, 2024 – Ad Valorem Tax
Upon motion by Taylor, seconded by Castle, the council voted to adopt a second reading of Ordinance 14, 2024, approving the Ad Valorem tax. 

The mayor addressed the council before adjourning with concerns over the Facebooks post that a city official is posting about nuisance properties in the city, she said last night meeting behavior will not be tolerated again. She addressed council person Campbell that her actions at last night’s meeting will not be tolerated, and she is not to speak to the Police Chief like she did. Mayor Day said that the police department and all the other departments were doing a great job. Day also said she will not tolerate her blasting citizens on Facebook. Mayor Day told her that there is a pending litigation concerning one of the properties she has posted. Mayor Day said that Campbell’s family was posting on Facebook downgrading the police department and other departments.   Council person, Susan Campbell said she was not going to quit what she was doing and told the mayor that she was not her mother. She also stated that an employee, whom she said she would not say, texted her and said that the police were handling these matters, and should take the post down.   Chief Cameron Logan said it was him, but he did not text her, he made a response to one of her postings about a picture Campbell had put on Facebook of a property owner. Logan replied stating that the code enforcement was working on these properties. He did not ask her to take the post down, he was replying to the post. 

Other council members present agreed that the posts being made by city officials or family members should not be on social media. Council person Marcum said she had not seen any post made by Campbell’s family on Facebook.


Adjourn
Upon motion by Marcum, seconded by Castle, council voted to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 p.m.
All present voted yes. 


                                                                                         _______________________________
____________________________                                              MAYOR                                                   
    City Clerk
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